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INTRODUCTION 
We are br ing ing up  the impor tant  

aspect  of  having Happ iness  as  an  

important  aspect  of economic  

deve lopment.  Through Secured  

Governance these taken through Se lf  

Sus ta ined Techno Economic deve lopment  

through unlocking the hidden potent ia l  in  

a l l r eg ion and sectors .  H is tor ica l ly t he  

Wor ld  Happ iness  Index is  an annua l  

pub licat ion of the United Nat ions  

Sus ta inab le Deve lopment S olut ions  

Network w hich conta ins  a  ranking of  

na t iona l happ iness  based on the  

respondents ‘  rat ings  of the ir  ow n l ives  

which a ls o corr e lates  i t  w ith var ious  

other  l i fe  factors .  This  concept  w as  f irs t  

coined in 1979 by the K ing of Bhu tan,  

J igme S ingye  Wangchuck w ho sa id  ―We 

do not  be l ieve in  Gross  Nat iona l Product .  

Gross  Nat iona l Happ iness  is  very 

important .‖  I t  was  here w hen econ omis ts  

s tar ted pr ior it iz ing happ iness  over  other  

factors  l ike wea lth,  comfor t ,  or  economic  

growth.  

Soc ia l sc ient is ts  incr eas ing ly 

cons ider  the  concept  of happ iness  to  be  

we ll pos it ioned to eva luate peop le 's  we ll -

be ing.  Many s cholars  may be scep t ica l,  

however ,  about  w hether  happ iness  rea l ly  

mat ters  to pub lic ,  espec ia l ly those w ho 

cou ld not  meet  cer t a in bas ic  needs  in  

the ir  home country.  G iven that  the  

outbreak context  is  d is t inc t  in many 

respects ,  scholars  may a ls o w onder  to  

wha t  extent  and how happ iness  can  

overcome the s hor tcomings  of the  

approaches  discussed above in cap tur ing  

the overa l l ou tcome.  

The outbreak of  the  COVID 19 

pandemic is  an unprecedented s hock to  

the G loba l  and  Ind ian economy.  The  

economy w as  a lready in  a  par lous  s tate  

before Covid -19 s tru ck.  With the  

prolonged country-w ide lockdow n,  g loba l  

economic dow nturn and assoc ia ted  

dis rup t ion of demand and supp ly cha ins ,  

the economy is  l ike ly to  face a  protrac ted  

per iod of  s lowdow n.  The magnitude of  

the economic impact  w il l depend upon 

the dura t ion and sever i ty of the hea l th  

cr is is ,  the durat ion of the lockdow n and  

the way the s ituat ion unfolds  once the  

lockdow n is  l i ft ed .  In th is  paper  we  

descr ibe the s t ate  of  the Ind ian economy 

in  the  pre-COV ID-19 per iod,  assess  the  

potent ia l impact  of the s hock on  var ious  

segments  of the economy,  ana lys e the  

polic ies  that  have been announced so far  

by the  centra l  government and the  

Reserve Bank of Ind ia to ameliorate  the  

economic  shock and  put  forward a se t  of  

policy r ecommendat ions  for  spec if ic  

sectors .  Ind ia  is  expected to grow 1.5%  

to 2.8% .  S imilar ly,  the IMF on Tuesday 

projec ted a GDP growth of 1.9%  for  

Ind ia in  2020,  as  the g loba l  economy hits  

the wors t  r ecess ion s ince the Great  

Depress ion in 1930s .  

You might  have heard the term 

s tandard of l iv ing be fore —it  means  a l l  

the e lements  that  contr ibute  to  a  pers on's  

happ iness .  

S tandard of l iv ing is  a  broad term 

that  encompasses  many factors —
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inc lud ing s ome that  ar e not  bought  and  

sold  in  the market  and some t hat  are.  The  

leve l of  GDP per  cap ita ,  for  ins tance,  

captures  some of w hat  we mean by the  

term s tandard of l iv ing,  as  i l lus trat ed by 

the fac t  tha t  mos t  of the migra t ion in the  

wor ld  involves  peop le w ho ar e moving  

from countr ies  w ith  re lat ive ly low  GDP 

per  cap ita  to countr ies  w ith  re lat ive ly  

high GDP per  cap ita .  To unders tand the  

l imitat ions  of us ing GDP to  measure the  

s tandard of  l iv ing,  it  is  us efu l to spe l l  

out  s ome  things  tha t  GDP does  not  cover  

that  ar e re levant  to s tandard of l iv ing.  

 

Limitat ions  of  Gross  Domest ic  Prod uct  

(GDP) as  a  measure of  s tandard of  

l iv ing  

Because  many factors  tha t  

contr ibu te to peop le 's  happ iness  ar e not  

bought  and s old ,  GDP is  a  l imited tool  

for  measur ing s tandard of l iv ing.  To 

unders tand i t 's  l imitat ions  bet ter ,  le t 's  

look a t  severa l  fac tors  that  are  not  

accounted for  in GDP.  

GDP does  not  account  for  le isur e 

t ime.  The US GDP per  capit a  is  larger  

than the GDP per  cap ita  of Germany,  but  

does  th is  prove tha t  the s t andard of  

l iv ing in the United S ta tes  is  h igher? N ot  

necessar i ly s ince it  is  a ls o true tha t  the  

average US worker  w orks  severa l  

hundred hours  more per  year  more than 

the average German w orker .  The  

ca lcu lat ion of  GDP does  not  take  German 

workers  ex tra  weeks  of vacat ion in to  

account .  

GDP inc ludes  w hat  is  spent  on 

environme nta l protec t ion,  hea lthcare,  and  

educa t ion,  bu t  i t  does  not  inc lude actua l  

leve ls  of  environmenta l c leanliness ,  

hea lth,  and learning.  GDP inc ludes  the  

cos t  of buying pollut ion -control  

equ ipment,  but  i t  does  not  address  

whe ther  the a ir  and wa ter  are  c leaner  or  

d ir t ier .  GDP inc ludes  spend ing on 

med ica l care,  but  i t  does  not  address  

whe ther  l i fe  expectancy or  infant  

morta l i ty have r is en or  fa l len.  S imilar ly,  

GDP counts  spend ing on educat ion,  bu t  it  

does  not  address  d ir ect ly how  much of  

the popu lat ion can r ead,  wr i te ,  or  do 

bas ic  mathemat ics .  

In  cer ta in  cas es ,  it  is  not  c lear  

that  a  r ise  in GDP is  even a good thing.  

I f a  c ity is  wrecked  by a hurr icane  and  

then exper iences  a  surge of r ebu ild ing  

cons truct ion ac t iv i ty,  it  w ou ld be  

pecu liar  to  c la im that  the hurr ica ne was  

there fore economica lly benef ic ia l.  I f  

peop le are led  by a r is ing fear  of cr ime  

to pay for  ins ta l la t ion of bars  and burg lar  

a larms  on a l l  t he ir  w indows,  it  is  hard to  

be l ieve that  th is  increase  in GDP has  

made them bet ter  off.   

A high leve l of GDP s h ou ld not  

be the only goa l of macroeconomic  

policy— or broader  government policy.  

But  even though GDP does  not  measure  

the broader  s tandard of l iv ing w ith any 

prec is ion,  i t  does  measure produc t ion 

we ll,  and  it  does  ind ica te w hen a country  

is  mater ia l ly bet t e r  or  w orse off  in t erms  

of jobs  and incomes .  In mos t  countr ies ,  a  

s ignif icant ly higher  GDP per  cap ita  

occurs  hand in hand w ith other  

improvements  in everyday l i fe  a long  

many d imens ions ,  l ike educat ion,  hea l th,  

and environmenta l protect ion.  

No s ing le number  can capture a l l t he  

e lements  of  a  concep t  as  broad as  

s tandard of l iv ing .  N onethe less ,  GDP per  

cap it a  is  a  reas onab le,  rough-and-r eady 

measure of the s t andard of l iv ing.  

 

Post  COVID-19Happiness  I ndex  Rank  

of  India  

Ind ia has  been r anked 139  out  of  

149  countr ies  in  the  l is t  of Wor ld  

Happ iness  Repor t  2021,  is sued by the UN 

Sus ta inab le Deve lopment S olut ions  

Network,  focuses  on the e ffec ts  of  

Covid-19 and how peop le a l l  over  the  

wor ld  have fared.  The Wor ld  H app iness  

Repor t  is  a  landmark survey of the s ta te  

of g loba l happ iness  that  ranks  156  

countr ies  by how happy the ir  c it izens  

perce ive themse lves  to be.  When 

measured,  there are s ix  components  of  

happ iness : GDP per  cap ita ,  s oc ia l  

suppor t ,  hea lthy l i fe  expec tancy,  sense of  

freedom to make l i fe  choices ,  gener os ity,  

and percept ion of  corrup t ion.  H idden 

potent ia l of  Ind ia tha t  measures  the  

ab i l i ty of an economy to genera te  

suff ic ient  emp loyment oppor tunit ies  for  

i ts  popu lat ion The very Secured  

Governance formu lat ion of va lue and  

va lua t ion of  s tr ong l ink between ex is t ing  

hidden potent ia l,  economic growth,  

create emp loyment  oppor tunity and  
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pover ty r educ t ion act iv i t ies  cou ld  

improve Ind ia‘s  happ iness  index rank.  

Secure Governance to  enhance the  

Index of  Happiness  

The D octr ine of S ecured 

Governance for  se lf -sus ta ined  Techno 

Economic  growth has  a  gr eat  r o le  to p lay 

in the Happ iness  Index.  SG ensured  

growth through long t ern p lanning and  

involvement of a l l s takeholders  to g ive  

an Inc lus ive growth t aking into  

cons idera t ion a l l loca l  requ irements .  

Here a  Secured G overnance committ ee is  

formed as  an All - Inc lus ive body to  

proper ly t rans form the Techno Economic  

growth w ith loca l asp ir at ions .  The  

Happ iness  Index  measures  l i fe  

sat is fact ion,  the fee l ing of happ iness ,  

and other  happ iness  domains :  

ps ycholog ica l  we ll- be ing,  hea l th,  t ime  

ba lance,  community,  s oc ia l  suppor t ,  

educa t ion,  ar ts  and cu ltur e,  environment,  

governance,  mater ia l we ll -be ing,  and  

work.  The qua li t ies  measured in the  

domains  are as  fol lows :  

  Psychological  Wel l -Being :  opt imis m,  

senses  of purpose and of  

accomplis hment;   

  Health : energy leve l and ab il i t y to  

perform everyday act iv i t ies ;   

  Time Balance : enjoyment,  fee l ing  

rushed,  and sense of le isure;   

  Community :  sense of be long ing,  

volunteer ism,  and sense of sa fe ty;   

  Social  Support :  sat is fact ion w it h  

fr iends  and family,  fee l ing loved,  and  

fee l ing lone ly;  

  Educat ion,  A rts ,  and C ulture :  

access  to cu l tura l and educa t iona l  

events  and d ivers i ty;  

  Environment : access  to natur e,  

pollut ion,  and cons ervat ion;   

  Governance : t rus t  in government,  

sense of corrupt io n,  and competency;   

  Mater ial  Well -Being :  f inanc ia l  

secur ity and meet ing bas ic  needs ;  

  Work : compensa t ion,  au tonom y,  and  

product ivi ty.  

 

 
 

Factors  affect ing the Happiness  Index  

Accord ing to researchers  of the 

Wor ld  Happ iness  Repor t  there are 7  key 

factors  w hich have a very pos i t ive and  

high corre lat ion w ith the Happ iness  

Index.  

The f irs t  key fac tor  is  the GDP or  

the Gross  D omest ic  Produc t .  A s tab le  

GDP growth rate  measures  how  fas t  the  

economy is  grow ing.  GDP is  bas ica l ly  

the tota l of the a l l  t he goods  and services  

produced in  an econom y each year .  

Higher  GDP ind icates  that  the peop le  

have a higher  sca le of  Income.  M oney 

enab les  a  nat ion to grow,  deve lop,  

increas e convenience,  and improve  

var ious  other  aspects  of  l i f e  that  cou ld  

lead to  happ iness .  I t  can be observed that  

increas ed wea lth of a  country can 

s ignif icant ly led  to a  higher  leve l of  

Happ iness  as  happy countr ies  are  a ls o  

wea lthy countr ies .  There fore,  we can 

conc lude that  M oney can buy H app iness  

up to a  cer ta in  degree.  

The second impor tant  fac tor  is  

soc ia l suppor t .  In a  survey,  the samp le  
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popu lat ion w as  asked whe ther  the y cou ld  

count  on the ir  fr iends  and re la t ives  for  

he lp  dur ing t imes  of cr is is .  Respondents  

were only a l lowed  to  answer  sa ying  

e ither  yes  or  no a nd a yes  w ou ld equa l 1  

and a no w ou ld amount to 0 .  The average  

of a l l t he answers  wou ld then be taken as  

a  s ing le  va lue represent ing the tota l  

amount of s oc ia l suppor t  in the country.  

Aga in,  we see  tha t  poor  countr ies  are  

l ike ly to  score  lower .  H ow ever ,  i t  mus t  

be noted that  th is  sca le  is  exponent ia l  

and not  l inear .  

Hea lth l i fe  expec tanc y can be 

def ined  as  an average  number  of  

‗hea lthy‘  years  a  chi ld  is  es t imated to  

l ive a fter  b ir th.  It  is  ca lcu lated by the  

Wor ld  Hea lth Organisat ion or  WHO,  

based on over  100 d if ferent  hea l th  

factors .  Aga in,  i t  is  obvious  tha t  hea l thy 

and phys ica l ly f i t  peop le  are  happ ier  

peop le and countr ies  which have a  

hea lthier  l i fes tyle  a ls o tend to be happ ier  

countr ies .  

Freedom to make l i fe  choices  is  

another  key factor  of the Happ iness  

Index w here the r espondents  are  as ked  to  

rank the ir  answers  jus t  l ike  the y d id  in  

the case of s oc ia l suppor t .  The samp le  

respondents  were asked if they w ere  

sat is f ied  or  d issa t is f ied  w ith  the ir  

freedom to choos e w hat  they w anted to  

do w ith the ir  l ives .  Th e average of the  

resul ts  was  t aken as  a  s ing le va lue  

determining the factor  of a  par t icu lar  

country.  

Another  very impor tant  ind icator  

which he lps  us  to determine the  

happ iness  of a  country is  generos ity.  It  is  

a  broader  concept  tha t  w hat  we know.  

Giving monetary mater ia l  is  not  the only  

par t  of  generos ity but  any good deed  

performed,  l ike he lp ing a s tranger  in a  

small  way can be  an ac t  of i t .  

Ps ycholog is ts  have found a very s trong  

l ink betw een per forming generous  deeds  

and happ iness ,  and fur ther  s tud ies  hav e  

found that  an area of the br a in is  l inked  

with contentment and the rew ard cyc le.  

Aga in,  we see that  countr ies  or  c it izens  

who are  more involved  in  char i tab le  

act iv i t ies  ar e happ ier .  H ence,  we can 

conc lude that  s har ing and car ing for  each 

other  does  makes  the w or ld  a  happ ier  

p lace.  

Cit izens‘  op inion of corrupt ion is  

a lso an essent ia l measure which is  

ca lcu lated by averag ing  the  answers  of  

two important  ques t ions ;  the f irs t  be ing,  

is  corrupt ion w idespread or  not ,  and the  

second,  are bus iness  organiz at ions  

widespread  or  not .  U nfor tunate ly,  mos t  

peop le  w ho took the  concerned  survey 

said  tha t  corrupt ion was  indeed  

widespread.  I t  is  sad to  see that  mos t  

peop le are of  the  op inion tha t  they l ive  

in a  very corrupt  wor ld .  For tunate ly,  th is  

factor  has  the smalles t  corr e la t ion w ith  

the happ iness  index.  

 

The impact  of  happiness  

The fundamenta l reas on why 

happ iness  or  pos it iv i ty is  s o important  is  

because i t  is  extremely vi ta l for  

achieving our  ow n goa ls  in  l i fe .  Happy 

peop le usua lly l ive for  longer  on an 

average,  have s tronger  immune  s ys tems,  

endure pa in bet ter ,  are  more content  w ith  

jobs  and ar e more produc t ive.  Marr iages  

too ar e successfu l among  happy coup les .  

Happ iness  is  a  choice,  and w e must  

a lways  choose to be happy under  a l l  

c ircumstances .  We have  a  very s hor t  l i f e  

to  l ive,  and there fore,  we  shou ld  

surround ourse lves  w ith love,  k indness ,  

and abundant  happ iness .  
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Cit ies  and Happiness:  A Global  

Ranking  

About 4 .2  b i l l ion peop le,  more 

than ha lf of the w or ld 's  popu la t ion 

(55.3%),  are l iv ing in urban ar eas  today.  

By 2045,  th is  f igure is  es t ima ted to  

increas e by 1 .5  t imes ,  to  more than s ix  

bi l l ion.  There were 371 c i t ies  w ith more  

than one mil l ion inhab it ants  at  the  turn  

of the  century in  2000.  In 2018,  there  

were 548,  and in 2030,  a  projec ted 706  

c it ies  w il l  have at  leas t  one mil l ion  

inhab itants .  Dur ing the same t ime,  the  

number  of  s o-ca l led mega  c i t ies  –  c i t ies  

that  have more than ten mil l ion  

inhab itants ,  mos t  of  w hich are  in the  

Globa l S ou th –  is  expec ted  to  incr ease  

from 33 to 43,  w ith  the  fas t es t  growth in  

As ia and Afr ica.  Today,  Tokyo (37.4  

mil l ion) ,  New  Delhi  (28.5  mil l ion) ,  and  

Shangha i ( 25.6  mil l ion inhab itants )  are  

the most  popu lous  c i t ies  wor ldw ide.  

The ―smart  c i ty‖  concept  in i t ia l ly 

referred  to in i t iat ives  that  use d ig it a l  and  

ICT-based  innovat ion to  improve the  

eff ic iency of urban services  and genera te  

new economic oppor tunit ies  in c i t ies .  

With the prol iferat ionof s mart  c i ty  

in i t iat ives  around the wor ld ,  grea ter  

at tent ion needs  to be pa id  to w he ther  

thebenef its  and cos ts  of s mart  c i t ies  are  

spread across  a l l segments  of s oc iety,  i .e .  

assess ing the d is tr ibut iona le ffects  of  

smart  c it ies  on peop le,  p lanet  and p laces  

Cit ies  are  economic powerhouses : more  

than 80%  of w or ldw ide GDP is  genera ted  

within  the ir  boundar ies .  They a l low for  

an e ff ic ient  d ivis ion of labour ,  br ing ing  

with them agg lomera t ion and  

product ivi ty benef i ts ,  new ideas  and  

innovat ions ,  and  hence higher  incomes  

and l iv ing s t andards .  The y of ten 

outper form the ir  countr ies  in terms  of  

economic growth.  C ity dwellers  are of ten 

younger ,  more educated,  and more l iber a l  

than the ir  rura l counterpar ts .  The y are  

more l ike ly to be in profess iona l and  

service jobs ,  and less  l ike ly to  have kids .  

With urbanisa t ion se t  to increase,  by 

2050,  seven in  ten peop le w or ldw ide w il l  

be c ity dwellers .  

  While the d ig i ta l  revolut ion is  

offer ing an unprecedented w indow  of  

oppor tunit y to improve the l ives  of  

mil l ions  of  urban res idents ,  there  is  

no guarantee that  the  rap id  d i f fus ion 

of new technolog ies  w il l  

automat ica l ly benef i t  c it izens  across  

the board.  Smart  c i ty polic ies  need to  

be des igned,  imp lemented,  and  

monitor ed as  a  tool to improve we ll -

be ing for  a l l  peop le.   

  Build ing  smar t  c i t ies  is  not  only the  

bus iness  of c i t ies  or  the pr ivate  

sector .  Nat iona l governments  can and  

shou ld  p lay an enab ling role to  

suppor t  innovat ive s olut ion de l ivery,  

capac ity bu ild ing and upsca l ing.   

  Measur ing s mart  c i ty per formance  is  

a  complex t ask but  is  cr i t ica l ly  

requ ired.  Advanc ing the measurement  

agenda ca l ls  for  a  comprehens ive,  

mu lt i -sector a l and f lex ib le framew ork 

that  is  a l igned w ith loca l  and na t iona l  

s trateg ic pr ior i t ies  and embraces  

eff ic iency,  e f fec t iveness ,  and  

sus ta inab il i ty d imens ions .   

  Smart  c it ies  need  smar t  governance.  

Bus iness  and contrac tua l  mode ls  need  

to adap t  to rap id ly chang ing urban 

environments  and encompass  a  more  

holis t ic  approach,  s omet imes  re -

regu la te  rather  than s imp ly de -

regu la te ,  and leverage  pub lic  

procurement,  inc lud ing at  the  

procurement s t age.   

  Cit izens  are not  only rec ip ients  but  

a lso actors  of smart  c i ty polic ies .  

Putt ing peop le at  the centre of  smart  

c it ies  means  co-cons truct ing polic ies  

with c it izens  throughout  the policy 

cyc le .  

 

  Criter ia  for World  Happiness  

with Secured Governance  

Given the speed and sca le of  

urbanisat ion,  with a l l i ts  benef its  and  

cha llenges ,  how do c i ty dw ellers  fare,  on 

ba lance,  w hen i t  comes  to the ir  

subject ive we ll- be ing? H ow d id  the ir  

we ll-be ing change over  t ime? Which 

c it ies  around the w or ld  promote  a  higher  

we ll-be ing amongs t  the ir  inhab itants  than 

others ,  cond it iona l  on the same  

deve lopment leve l? And how  does  we ll -

be ing and we ll -be ing inequa li ty w ithin  

c it ies  re la te  to that  w ithin countr ies ?  

The Wor ld  Happ iness  Index 

ranking is  fundamenta l ly d if fer ent  fr om 

ex is t ing r ankings  of  c i t ies  in  t erms  of  
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qua lit y of l i fe ,  such as  The  Economis t 's  

Globa l L iveab il i ty Index,  w hich ranks  

c it ies  accord ing to  a  summary s core  

cons tructed from qua li t at ive and  

quant i tat ive ind icators  across  f i ve broad  

domains .  Rather  than r e lying on a l is t  of  

factors  that  researchers  cons ider  

re levant ,  ranking re l ies  on c ity res idents '  

self- r epor ts  of how they themse lves  

eva luate the qua li ty of the ir  l ives .  In  

doing s o,  i t  emanc ipates  r espondents  to  

cons ider  and we igh for  themse lves  which 

factors  –  observab le or  unobservab le to  

researchers  –  the y fee l  matt er  mos t  to  

them.  Arguab ly,  th is  bot tom -up approach 

gives  a  d irect  voice to the popu la t ion as  

opposed to the  more  top -dow n approach 

of dec id ing ex -ante w ha t  oug ht  to mat ter  

for  the  we ll -be ing of  c i ty r es idents .  

Important ly,  leverag ing w e ll -be ing  

survey responses  is  an approach that  

a l lows  us  to get  a  more  holis t ic  gr ip  on 

the dr ivers  of happ iness .  In fact ,  

emp loying we ll-be ing surveys  a l lows  

f igur ing out  the r e la t ive importance of  

d if ferent  domains  in s hap ing we ll -be ing,  

thus  provid ing evidence -based gu idance  

for  policymakers  on how to opt imize the  

we ll-be ing of the ir  popu lat ions .  

The importance of c i t ies  for  

g loba l deve lopment has  long been 

recognised in  Sus ta inab le Deve lopment  

Goa l  (SDG),  Sus ta inab le C it ies  and  

Communit ies ,  which inc ludes  t argets  

with c lear  re levance for  c i t izens '  l i fe  

sat is fact ion,  such as  s treng thening pub lic  

t ranspor t  s ys tems to r educe  conges t ion 

and commut ing t imes , reduc ing amb ient  

a ir  pollut ion,  and  improving  access  to  

green and pub lic  open spaces  for  a l l  

c it izens .The a ims  to make an important  

contr ibu t ion to benchmarking progress  

tow ards  th is  goa l and  its  t argets  in  an 

in tegrated fashion by s tudying the  

current  s tat e  of how  c i t ies  are doing  

when i t  comes  to the ir  c i t izens '  

subject ive we ll -be ing and,  in doing so,  

by cas t ing an anchor  for  cont inuous  

futur e benchmarking.  

In add it ion to the genera l g loba l  

t rend of migrat ion to urban p laces ,  a  

great  numberofpeop le around the w or ld  

s t i l l  l ive- in per iphera l ar eas .The rura l–

urban gap  today is  more  vis ib le  than 

ever ,  andvil lage l i fe  is  s t i l l  not  that  

at t ract ive for  peop le,  espec ia l ly for  the  

younger  generat ions .Research on Smart  

Vil lages  a ims  to d is cover  the issues  and  

prob lems in  the everyday l i feof r ur a l  

inhab itants ,  t o address  these cha l lenges  

and f ind  a s olu t ion for  them by us ing the  

advantages  from d ig i ta l iz at ion and  

Informat ion and Communica t ion 

Technolog ies (ICTs) .  In order  to reduce  

these inequa li t ies  and improve rura l  

res idents ‘  l ives ,  the  use of technology and  

access  to in ternet  connect ion is  essent ia l  

nowadays ,  ra ther  than a choiceof  

preference.   

ICT is  an umbre l la  t erm tha t  

covers  d if ferent  ranges  of  

technology, from the very s imp le,  such as  

phone text  messag ing services ,  to  very 

advanced,  such a sadvanced s oftw are  

solu t ions .  Because of i ts  a f fordab il i ty,  

ICTs  have been app lied a ls ow ithin  rur a l  

areas  and the agr icu l tura l  sector ,  w hich 

is  the mos t  spread  sector  inrura l areas .  

The advantages  of  us ing ICTs  in  

agr icu l ture  can be  seen in  terms  of  

provid ingan inexpens ive means  of  

connec t ivi ty and a ffordab le  

imp lementa t ion,  online da ta s torageand  

transfer ,  t he emergence of new e ff ic ient  

bus iness  mode ls ,  new ways  of  

coopera t ionand an increas ed demand for  

agr icu l tura l informat ion services .  As  par t  

of th is  g loba l d ig i ta l iza t ion,  the Internet  

of Things  ( IoT)—or the process  

ofconnec t ing phys ica l th ings  to the  

in ternet  and crea t ing r emote  control —

fac il i ta tes  theprocess  of da ta t rans fer  and  

secure informat ion shar ing.  Fur thermore,  

us ing IoT can leadto the genera l  

improvement of rura l  l iv ing s tandards .   

The benef i ts  of inves t ing in Smar t  

Vil lages‘  deve lopment  can be sa id  to  be  

two- fold .  

They benef i t  t he  inhab itants ,  

making  the ir  l i fe  more comfor tab le  and  

s tra ight forward,  butthey a ls o make a  

community more empow ered,  r es i l ient ,  

independent ,  and connected.Fur thermore,  

Smart  V il lages  ar e a ls o contr ibut ing to  

the more e ff ic ient  use of  

ava i lab leres ources .  This  a ls o deve lops  

the idea of community and  be long ing,  

which in turn canmake these reg ions  

more autonomous  and  

independent .Although the concep t  of a  

Smart  V il lage is  mos t  frequent ly l inked  

to agr icu l ture,  i tgoes  far  beyond it .  It  
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represents  a  broader  concep t ,  cover ing  

he terogeneous  act iv i t ies ,ma inly  

suppor ted and empow ered technology,  

that  ac t  as  tools  for  improving serv ices in  

rura l areas  and make the rur a l  

funct ioning eas ier  and s moother ,  lead ing  

to the overa l l  enhancement of rura l  

v i l lage dwellers .  In a l l  t hese Secured  

Governance p lays  a  lead role in  get t ing  

deve lopment and prosper i ty w ith  

Happ iness  as  i t  has  fu l l  par t i c ipat ion of  

a l l concerned and w orks  on Pr iva te  

Public  Par t ic ipat ion mode l  to ensure sure  

success  as  aga ins t  the par tners hip  mode l  

which has  not  de l ivered the des ired  

resul ts  and  resu lted major ly in  loss es  to  

a l l.   

 

CONCLUSION 
Much as  beaut y is  in  the e yes  of 

the beholder ,  happ iness  is  a  s tat e  of  

mind.  And l ike a l l t h ings  menta l,  

happ iness  is  subt le  and de l icate .  Desp ite  

be ing the  u lt imate  mot iva t ion behind a l l  

our  ac t ions  in  th is  w or ld ,  only a  few  

peop le genu ine ly exper ience ha pp iness  in  

today's  hect ic  and fas t -paced wor ld .That  

money cannot  buy happ iness  is  a  know n 

propos i t ion.  The old -school mode l of  

l inking happ iness  to ma ter ia l  

grat if icat ion and possess ions  has  fa l len 

f lat ,  w ith many of the w or ld 's  mos t  

deve loped countr ies  topp ing in su ic ide  

rates  and depress ion.   

Here the Secured G overnance 

Mode l  w ou ld ge t  a l l s takeholders  in one  

s ys tem acceptab le for  overa l l  growth 

acceptab le to  the benef ic iar ies .  The  

Secured G overnance commit tee  w ou ld  

play the cohes ive role  to get  the des ir ed  

role .  

The f irs t  cha l lenge  is  to  eng ineer  

a  parad igm of happ iness  awa y from 

prosper i ty.  H appy countr ies  w hich have  

topped the lates t  ranking have r isen to  

the ir  pole pos i t ions  more on in tang ib les  

l ike s oc ia l cap ita l ,  t rus t  and generos ity  

than the convent iona l measures  of  

prosper i ty.  This  f ind ing must  add  to  

Ind ia 's  happ iness  as  we are the  

trad it iona l r epos itory of thes e va lues .  

Generat ions  of peop le from a l l  over  the  

wor ld  have been coming here to f ind true  

happ iness .  

Spir i tua l i ty,  as  pract ised in th is  

country,  is  nothing bu t  the sc ience that  

pos tu lates  the w isdom, t echniques ,  and  

processes  of fos ter ing happ iness .  

Spir i tua l i ty does  provide a  tool to ca lm 

the mind and  cope  w ith the s tresses  of  

l i fe .  It  does  empower  one t o face  

rea l i t ies  of l i fe  and dea l w ith them 

happ ily w ith car e,  compass ion,  and  

courage.  In a  sense,  we gave the w or ld  

the formu la for  happ iness  but  fa i led to  

app ly i t  a t  home.  

The cons ola t ion is  th is  anc ient  

formu la  that  we  have has  the  power  to  

shore up t he  s ix  ind ica tors  used for  the  

WHR ranking.  Be it  income,  l i fe  

expec tancy,  s oc ia l suppor t ,  freedom,  

trus t  and  generos ity,  th is  philos ophy of  

holis t ica l ly looking  at  l i fe  can 

effect ive ly address  it  for  Ind ia.What is  

needed  is  an  e ffect ive secured  

governance  mechanis mtha t  cou ld  de l iver  

the prosper i ty,  economic deve lopment  

with  neg lig ib le government inves tment ,  

emp loyment oppor tunity and the s ki l l  of  

happ iness  to i ts  masses .  The focus  shou ld  

be p laced onrura l v i l lages  makes  smart  

t ransformat ions  in  rura l areas a necess ity  

for  deve lop ing sus ta inab le Smart  

Vil lages .With the s mart  t rans format ion 

under  way or  even accomplis hed,  

mounta in  and rur a l  

areas  can pos i t ion themse lves  as  

be ing at  the fore front  of innova t ion and  

at tract ive forres idents  and new  

inhab itants .  The Smart  V il lage approach 

he lps  to deve lop new bus inessmode ls  and  

job  oppor tunit ies  and w ith thos e new  

economic perspec t ives  for  

marg ina l ized terr itor ies .  G ood  

coopera t ion w ith the bus iness  sec tor  is  

there fore impor tant .  The SmartV il lage  

approach a ls o he lps  to  s treng then the  

res i l ience  of rur a l v i l lages ,  dur ing the  

COVID-19 pandemic.  

F irs t ly,  that  w il l  requ ire a  

parad igm s hift  fr om "money cannot  buy 

happ iness " to "happ iness  can be  

de l ivered and adminis t ered".  M ore  

important ly,  the de l ivery mechanism 

must  go beyond fee l-good governance  

mechanism,  not  as  a  concept  but  as  a  

pract ica l exper ience of it .  The success fu l  

achievement of happ iness  can be  

imp lement ing and execut ing s tra tegy .   


